
WALKING THROUGH ROMANS - PART 2

THE GOSPEL REVEALED

This series is designed to be an exhaustive study on Romans. This is classroom style, pedagogical, didactic
teaching. That means everything may not click right away, and that is okay. You must go back, listen again, and
take notes. This is not surface-level teaching. This is depth, and depth requires engagement.

One of the issues impacting the progression of the church is biblical illiteracy. Because of that, this study is
intentional. It is meant to stretch your thinking, deepen your understanding, and anchor your faith. You may hear
concepts that feel heavy, but stay with it. Take notes. Revisit the teaching. Grow through the process.

If you have not engaged Part 1, you must go back and get it, because Part 1 sets the tone for how this book is
shaped. We are going to be in Romans for some time, and every lesson builds on the previous one.

THE DRIVING QUESTION

The driving question remains the same: Has God remained faithful in a fractured world? That question must stay
at the forefront of your thinking as we move through this teaching. Everything Paul writes is in response to that
question.

DEFINING THE GOSPEL

Before we move into the text, we must define the gospel. The gospel comes from the Greek word eugelion. It is
the good news that Jesus died, was buried, rose again, and ascended, thereby rescuing us from sin and
revealing His rightful authority as Lord.

This definition matters because everything Paul writes is centered around that reality. The gospel is not abstract.
It is rooted in the work of Christ.

BUCKET 1 - ROMANS 1:1-7

Paul opens his letter with a greeting, but this is not a casual greeting. In Hellenistic writing, greetings were
conventional, but Paul expands it with theology. Before addressing sin, he defines the message and the Messiah.

Paul identifies who he is and what he is. He says he is a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God. The term servant here is not a hired worker. It is a bond servant. That means his life is
owned. His allegiance belongs to Christ.

Paul is declaring that his authority is not self-generated. It is divinely initiated. Christ is at the center of his identity.



Paul then says he is set apart. This is significant because he was once a Pharisee, which means separated one.
Before, he was separated by loyalty to the law. Now, he is separated for the gospel.

That is a shift from incompleteness to completeness. The law exposed sin, but the gospel addresses it. Paul is
saying that the gospel completes what the law could not.

Paul then anchors the gospel in history. He says it was promised beforehand through the prophets in the Holy
Scriptures. That means the gospel is not new. It is fulfillment. Christianity is not innovation. It is fulfillment of what
God had already promised.

Paul then introduces what can be understood as a two-stage confession.

First, Jesus is descended from David according to the flesh. This connects to the Davidic Covenant, which is
God’s promise that David’s lineage would produce an everlasting kingdom.

Second, Jesus is declared to be the Son of God in power through the resurrection. The resurrection did not make
Jesus the Son of God. It revealed Him as the Son of God.

This introduces Christology, the study of Christ, and establishes His identity and authority.

Paul is making a bold claim in a Roman world where Caesar is called Lord. He is declaring that Jesus is Lord.
That is theological and political at the same time.

Paul then moves to faith. Faith from the Greek word pistis is not just belief. It is trusting loyalty. It is allegiance.
Faith requires obedience.

The gospel expands beyond Israel to all nations. It creates community. This introduces ecclesiology, the study of
the church. The gospel forms a people, not just individuals.

BUCKET 2 - ROMANS 1:8-15

Paul now shifts from theology to relationship. He thanks God for their faith and affirms that it is known throughout
the world.

He integrates theology with devotion. He does not just acknowledge their faith. He prays for them consistently.

Strong doctrine should produce strong devotion. If your theology is growing but your prayer life is shrinking,
something is off. Truth should draw you closer to God, not distance you from Him.

Paul expresses a desire to visit them, not just to give, but to receive. He wants mutual encouragement. This
introduces shared stability. The gospel produces community, not isolation.



Spiritual maturity is not isolation. It is shared strength. If you are growing, you must strengthen others. If you are
struggling, you must receive strength.

Paul then says he is under obligation. He is a debtor, not financially, but missionally. The gospel creates
responsibility.

He names Greeks, barbarians, wise, and foolish. The gospel crosses cultural and intellectual boundaries. It
removes hierarchy. The gospel levels the field.

Grace does not just comfort. It commissions. The gospel is not something we keep. It is something we carry.

BUCKET 3 - ROMANS 1:16-17

Paul now states the thesis of the entire letter. He says he is not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of
God for salvation.

In a culture shaped by honor and shame, this statement carries weight. Paul refuses to hide the gospel. He
elevates it.

This introduces soteriology, the study of salvation. Salvation is rescue, deliverance, and restoration. It is not
self-improvement. It is divine intervention.

Paul then introduces justification. Justification is God declaring a person to be in right standing, not because they
earned it, but because Christ secured it.

This is courtroom language. The verdict is declared before performance.

Paul says the righteous will live by faith. This means righteousness is received, not earned. It is lived out through
trust, not performance.

FINAL TAKEAWAY

The gospel reveals that God has remained faithful. It is not about trying harder. It is about trusting what Christ has
already done.

If you have been declared right, you must stop living as though you have to earn it. Justification replaces striving
with trust.


